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Wolfgang Amadé Mozart 
At the beginning of 1768, the family Mozart resided in Vienna. During an audience at the imperial court, Joseph II approached the then 11-year old Wolfgang and asked him if he “would like to compose an opera and also conduct it himself”. Marco Coltellini was the author of the libretto of La finta semplice, which he based on an older version by Carlo Goldoni, whose 300 birthday is commemorated this year. By his demand for realistic story lines, Goldoni refashioned the commedia dell’ arte into the Italian comedy of manners and he is generally considered the originator of the modern Comedie italienne.
Synopsis

The beautiful Giacinta wants to marry the Hungarian captain, Fracasso, while her maid Ninetta has set her cap on his servant Simone. In order to achieve their wishes, however, they need the approval of Giacintas elder brothers, Cassandro and Polidoro, who are downright misogynists. The baroness Rosina, Fracassos clever sister, plans to trick them into consenting to the marriage. Pretending to be short-witted, she manages to turn both brothers’ heads, thereby making them rivals for her favour. Planned seductions and a fake petty theft are followed by a turbulent flight, until in the end all the erotic confusions and entanglements dissolve happily in a triple wedding. 
Mozart completed the score in a very short time, the debut performance was however delayed by a concatenation of unfortunate circumstances and schemes by senior members of the Viennese high society – in Leopold Mozart’s opinion even Christoph Willibald Gluck was among them. Mozart’s first contribution to the Italian opera buffa was presumably performed for the first time in Salzburg in 1769. Till this day, the music of this juvenile genius captures the listeners by its carefree, catchy tunes and the surprising skillfulness of the instrumentation. In the many-voiced closures of the different acts Mozart’s outstanding art in composing for orchestras can already be anticipated.
